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BCPS to require universal masking for students, staff, 
and visitors in schools for the Fall of the 2021-22 school 

year  
Local leaders support universal masking in BCPS schools and on school buses 

 

Towson, MD – Baltimore County Public Schools will require universal masking for students, staff, and 

visitors in schools for the Fall of the 2021-22 school year. The current federal order for masks to be worn 

on school buses will continue. 

 

The Board of Education of Baltimore County will conduct a special meeting on Aug. 3 at 10 a.m. to 

update the Board and community on universal masking in Baltimore County Public Schools. More 

information about the special board meeting is forthcoming. 

 

“Nothing is more important than the health and safety of our students, families, and employees,” said 

BCPS Superintendent Dr. Darryl L. Williams. “Unfortunately, the pandemic continues to impact our 

community. Universal masking is an important part of our multifaceted approach to mitigate the spread 

of COVID while keeping schools open for in-person learning.” 

 

“I fully support Dr. Williams’ decision to protect Team BCPS students, staff, and visitors by adopting the 

latest mask recommendations from the CDC,” said Makeda Scott, chair of the Board of Education of 

Baltimore County. “As this crisis evolves, what matters most is that we continue to prioritize in-person 

learning by providing appropriate health and safety guidelines that respond to the latest conditions. I 

also join leaders across the County in encouraging all citizens aged 12 and over to get vaccinated as soon 

as possible.” 

 

https://www.bcps.org/system/news


“We want our children REVVed up (ready, excited, vigilant and vaccinated) for the new school year,” 

said Dr. Gregory Wm. Branch, Baltimore County Health Officer. “Requiring masks is an extra layer of 

protection for our students, teachers and their families.” 

 

“Protecting the health and well-being of our children and educators is a top priority, especially as we 

approach the beginning of a new school year. With our youngest children not yet able to be vaccinated 

and with the growing spread of the Delta variant, it’s critically important we take steps to minimize the 

spread of Covid-19,” said Baltimore County Executive Johnny Olszewski. “I applaud the decision by BCPS 

to adopt the CDC’s latest recommendations, and I encourage every County resident who is eligible to 

receive a vaccine to do so as soon as possible.” 

 

National experts, including the American Academy of Pediatrics and the Centers for Disease Control and 

Prevention (CDC), have recently updated their mask guidelines due to surges in COVID infections and 

hospitalizations across the nation, as well as a plateau in vaccinations. 

 

The BCPS COVID-19 webpage links to the BCPS data dashboard and related information. Updates are 

provided as available. 

 

The Baltimore County COVID-19 Vaccine Hub provides access to vaccine appointments, as well as free 

testing and vaccine statistics and information. 

 
 

# # # 

 
Baltimore County Public Schools, the nation’s 25th largest school system, is focused on raising the bar and closing 
gaps to prepare our students for the future. Thanks to innovative and talented leaders, teachers, staff, and 
students, BCPS celebrates many honors. 

 

 

https://www.bcps.org/covid19
https://public.tableau.com/app/profile/bcps.team.prod/viz/COVIDDashboard_16052778199010/CovidDashboard
https://coronavirusvaccineoutreach-bc-gis.hub.arcgis.com/
https://coronavirusvaccineoutreach-bc-gis.hub.arcgis.com/#appointments
http://www.bcps.org/
https://teambcps.exposure.co/categories/honors

